
Bay City’s Tall Ship story began more than 150 years ago when 
the first shipyard opened on the banks of the Saginaw River 
in 1856. For more than fifty years, people like Captain James 
Davidson and Frank Wheeler built the largest wooden ships to  
ply the Great Lakes.

These early Tall Ships were working vessels carrying cargo of 
logs, salt, fish and other commodities to ports around the Great 
Lakes. When their useful lives had ended, they were burned to the 
waterline, their hulls gently sinking to the bottom. (Visitors today 
can see the ship “skeletons” of such vessels peaking above the Saginaw 
River from Bay City’s Veterans Memorial Park.)

Other ships were victims of violent Great Lakes storms, the storms 
of legend. Many of the shipwrecks found in marine sanctuaries 
around the Great Lakes were ships built in this once great 
shipbuilding community. When other modes of travel were 
deemed to be more efficient, Tall Ships were all but abandoned and 
Bay City ceased to be the great center of shipbuilding it once was.

Tall Ship Celebration is a tribute to that earlier time, to those 
people, and to that way of life. Our Celebration is a tribute 
to a resilient community that found a new course when the 
only path it knew was washed away by the tides of progress. In 
2010, we celebrate another milestone course correction. A new 
addition to Tall Ship Celebration—the Great Lakes United Green 
Village—is a collection of interactive experiences demonstrating 
the importance of conserving the freshwater of the Great Lakes, 
protecting the precious wetlands that filter it and especially 
celebrating the advances and investments in alternative and 
renewable energy that are leading our region and our state into a 
new era of prosperity.

On behalf of our sponsors and volunteers, we welcome you to 
Tall Ship Celebration, to Bay City and to the Great Lakes Bay 
Region of Michigan. We invite you to imagine the hardworking 
waterfront of our past, enjoy the transformed waterfront of today, 
and dream along with us about the waterfront of our future. Tall 
Ship Celebration is truly a Tall Ship experience like none other 
because Bay City is a community like none other. Enjoy!
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Ship Support (Kelly Marine Sales) 

Anne	Kukla
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Liaison Officer (Simmons Jewelers)
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Art & Entertainment
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Ship Support (Bay Landscaping)

Mike	Stoner
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Ship Tours

Festival Actvities
	 Art	in	the	Park
	 Maritime	Music	Festival
	 Ring	of	Steel	Action	Theatre	&	Pirate	Crafts
	 Festival	Tent
	 Alice	Cooper	Concert
	 Small	Craft	Symposium
	 Sail	Training	Rally/Crew	Games
	

Veterans Memorial Park Wenonah Memorial Park
Kid’s Krafts  
 Build	a	Lighthouse
	 Knot-Tying	Station	
	 Raise	A	Sail

Services 
 VIP	Hospitality
	 Rock	&	Rest	Station	
	 First	Aid/Comfort	Station	
	 Shuttle	Stop

All Around Town 
 Lynx	excursions

Ship Tours 
	

Festival Activities 
	 World	Friendship	Shell	Amphitheater	
	 Maritime	Music	Festival	
	 Storyteller’s	Corner

Kid’s Krafts
	 Tall	Ship	Kits
	 Face	Painting

Services 
 VIP	Hospitality
	 Rock	&	Rest	Station	
	 First	Aid/Comfort	Station	
	 Will	Call/Lost	&	Found	
	 Shuttle	Stop
	
All Around Town 
 Appledore	IV	&	
	 Appledore	V	excursions	

	 To	Downtown	Bay	City
	 To	Museum

Station

Pride	of	Baltimore	II
Roseway
Roald	Amundsen

Denis	Sullivan
Playfair

Pathfinder
Madeline

Color	Our		
World	Giant		
Mosaic	Mural
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